
1st Reading:  Genesis 1:1-5   
In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
 
2nd Reading:  Psalm 13   
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever? 
How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! 
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of 
death, 
and my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’; 
my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
But I trusted in your steadfast love; 
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord, 
because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
 
3rd  Reading:  Baruch 4:36-5.9   
Look towards the east, O Jerusalem, and see the 
joy that is coming to you from God. Look, your 
children are coming, whom you sent away; they 
are coming, gathered from east and west, at the 
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of 
God. 
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, 
O Jerusalem, and put on for ever the beauty of 
the glory from God. Put on the robe of the 
righteousness that comes from God; put on your 
head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
for God will show your splendour everywhere 
under heaven. 
For God will give you evermore the name, 
‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’. Arise, O 
Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look towards 
the east, and see your children gathered from 
west and east at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered them. For 
they went out from you on foot, led away by their 
enemies; but God will bring them back to 
you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain 
and the everlasting hills be made low and the 
valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that 
Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The 
woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel 
at God’s command. 
For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his 
glory, with the mercy and righteousness that 
come from him. 

4th Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-15   
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign 
of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and 
I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: 
‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 
to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the 
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. 
 
5th Reading:  Luke1:26-33  
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with 
you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favour with God. And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.’ 
 
6th Reading:  Luke 1:68-79  
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has 
looked favourably on his people and redeemed 
them. 
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us in the 
house of his servant David, as he spoke through 
the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that 
we would be saved from our enemies and from 
the hand of all who hate us. 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our 
ancestors, and has remembered his holy 
covenant, 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,  
to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands 
of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our 
days. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 
prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation 
to his people 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from 
on high will break upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 
 


